OVERVIEW

Lol v Shill oasr 2anse [ronn Lhe Larder

gloteal drvclopments i the post
Coldd Wor em (o developmenits 1n
G CWOTeRD . Sontis Asin Wi
Tncdl s Pkt jodoitd (e ¢luoks
ol nuelcar powers, this rdédlon
curhleniy bovmnse e e of piotal
altemtion; The loms wins, ol cour'se,
an (e yunoas: jdadds of conticl
frr Lhis resion: Qwee ave pereding
Bt oaeed willef Sk displiliss
beliveen he stales of e negiiin,
Beshdes, Uiem are Gadlels arising
ot ol insurgency, ¢lhnde strileansd
IesOUrTe sinring. This msikds Hw
reglion viery lurbulenit, AL the sdmg

e, pnoinyy people i Soulls Axig
reooeni=e the el el Lhls regkm

cain - develop and prosper JE e

wlales ol the wgon coupesHn w
ciith oo B thes casptor e iy
loLinilerstiend (e palbimsol doidlis
andd’ eooperalion among dilfcrent
cmumdides of thiveghink Sinoe much
nf this is Tooled in-or conditipne
by the doraestye politics o twse
cutintEces. we [Irst mbrnduce thoe
rofion und Die doniesiie polllics

Sowrce=Subhizs Rairs sdsplaston of ‘Liiefy E=ading fhe Peopie’,
pamied by Bugane Dela oroin {830 Caunfezy ofiHieal Southasan,
eyl (danuary Z07] The Soulkans True, Megal

ol sante ol the hig eoanitrit=s in the




30

identify some
Eﬂmﬂt
common to
allthe South:
Astan countries
but different
from counfries
irl West Asia or

Southeast Asla.

q
N

Eihe=o taka
d=finifon of ==
tepibaa? Whe
deoides il ai”

WHAT 15 SoutH Asia?

We arc all famillar with the
gripping lension during an
Indis-Pakislpn erickel maleh.
We have slso sven the goodwill
and hospitalily shown W visiling
Ly ard Pakdstoan) Bins by thelr
hosts when they come Lo walch a
ericket maich. This s symbolic of
the lurger paliorn of South Asian
ulliwirs. Ours 18 o region where
rivalry and goodwill, hope wnd
despuir, mulaal suspicion o
trusl coexise

Let ws begln by asking an

elementany question: whal s

South Asia? The expression
Boulh Asia” uswally ndludes e
lolowing counirics; Bungladesh,
Bhstan, India. the Maldives,
Nepul, Pakistan dnd Sri Lanka The

mighily Himakyas in (he north and

thie vast Joeian Oeean, the Ambinn

Sea tind the Bay of Bengal in the

soulth, wesl ond éoast respeclively
privide s natural salarity to the

rogdods, which is largely nosponsilale

for The linguistic. social and

vbural distioetvenuss of e sal-

continent. The boundarics of The
reaion gt ol ws cledr n the cusl
:ml_l_ ihe west, ws they are o UOwe
north amd the south, Alghanisian
and Myanmur are aflen inchuded

indiscussioms of the rogion as

i whole. Chingis an mnpertsl

plaver bul 5 nol consddered ol a

part of the reglon. In this chapler,
wi shall use Soull Asls W mean
the seven cousnldes mentioned
ahove, Thos defined: South) Asin
stutuds for diversily in every scise

und yel constilules one ged—

politie] space.

Contemporary World Poliics

The varotus countrics in Sowh
Azl do nol have the same Kind of
political systoms. Despite many
problems and hmitalions, Sn
Lavrkiy aind India hove sucecssiully
gperaled o democralle system
sinee their independence from
the British. You will study more
ahionl the evoluiion ol demoeracy
in Indis i the textbook thul
deats with politics In Indissinee
independenee. It is. ol course.
possiblc to poinl oul muany
Nmiitations ol Tndin's democracy:
hul we have (o femember the
fuetd thut Indis:has remained

d,t:,mﬂr*m,rr}* throughoul ils
ciiﬁiﬂnn.“ a5 on independent
courtipy 'The samic Is Lrue ol S
Lok,

 Pakistan and Bangladesh
have experrienced both
vivilian and military rolers.
wilh Bangladesh remualning a
demoeraoy i the post-Cold War
period, Pakistan began the post-
Cold War period with successive
democralle overmmeils apdef
Henuzir Bhulle und Nowagz
Sharil rtespeditvely. Bul i1
sulfered & military coup in
18996, T has been run by &
civillan government dinlb - sipee
2008, Till 2006, Nepal was a
constitutional monarchy with
the danger of the king (aking
aver exceutive gowers: In 2008,
the monarchy wos aboli=bicd and
Nepal emenied as a democmsatic
repabliic. From the experternce of
Bunsludesh wud Nepal., wie ean
say lHal democracy is Beoomlig
an accepled norm in the enlire
region of South Asia
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Demogcracy is preforred over dictatarship
Similar changes are laking place in the gverywhere except in Pakistan
bwas siiallest countries of the gl Blutan huii i b it el it Wiese shdlstiins

becnmg w copstitolional monarchy in 2008,
Under the eadership of 1he king. it emerged
a8 o mulipary demodracy. The Maldives.
the other Wlnnd nutlon, wes g Sultsgoade 11
1968 when i was translormed indo a republic
with a presidentiunl form of government. In
Jume 2005, e parlement of the Maldwves
voled unanimously 1o ntrodoee o goalli-party
sysiom. The Mualdivian Dimocratie Party (MDY St ke Monlll ALt & Lipms
dominales the political wllairs of (he sTand. The DTy s M. J'r: ” }I; "
MDP won Lhe 2018 Elecilons, e

o Eooiinil 5 s W W M
_ 0 diutiipeaiey o s b
Despite the mised recond of the domorratic Bl E n B8 1
cxperience. the people in all these countries . it L e
shore the aspiralion for domgeracy. A Teecm Very few doubt the suitability of democracy
surviey ol e attiiudes ol the people in the for their own counlty
lve Blg covmilrices ol the reglon showed sl Hea Eailatis i ARMORAEy for g taumtry ™

there is widespread support for demoeracy

in all these counirics, Ordinary citizens, deh | B iy iable [itabl
as well as poor and belonging o dillerom -
religions, vicw the idea of democraey positvely
and supgperl the institutions of represeniative
dimotricy. They proler doemaocracy,. over uny
other form ol government and (hink thal
dermtericy s sullable lorthelrcountry, These ae
significant ndings, for it was l‘_urllr.'r IJL‘lir'.::rrﬁ b 15,000 coinary Cifzsns i fhe fve countes of
el democracy could flowrish and find South Ais Soiroe SHSA Testr Si5te of Democracy
support only In prosporous countrics of the waorld. In South Ania, New Saifl et Univendy Bren, X007

Both these grapht gre bared on imteniews with maore
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. TIMELINE OF SOUTH ASIA

SINCE 1947

1847: India and Pakstan smerge asindependant nfions '

‘wiesiheend of Sith ivle
1848: 51l Lania (then Ceyion) geinemdependence Indo-Fak
En:aﬂ:'r everLathme

m Pakstan joim the Cold War mistary blocs, ﬂf_ﬂ
and C CENTO

Gﬂﬂun:lla and Pakatan sign the Indus Watem Treaty
1862 Eoraer canflict petwess inain ano Ching

B85 INdc:Pak War, UN [ndis-Paiistan Obastvalion Mission
Mhﬂh;nn Pakatan agn the Tashkant sarssment,

Eh:—gﬁ'n Eropoial of Shofke Muj-ur fahman fa gresier
niumﬁm’l 1o Easi Pakistan

{!7: Fmﬂ!‘ Socizmation of Indspendence by isgden al’
Iaﬂm

jugnﬂm;ﬁa-ﬂhmﬂmaty of Friendihip mgﬂﬁra geam
Imﬂmltu Iiﬂ-!l-i'ai“p'fiu ifumﬁun uiﬁiﬂ £

W‘!‘H!iﬁﬁ-ﬁh trﬂﬂ-ﬂ:'h chnucizar =

1976; Pakatan and Benglzdesn fmnlqn
msﬁumrm-sm:h Auan rnadmm
_min*#nm'ﬂ"hﬂtm -

m ndia tends. ilﬁﬁpuo tire IE fwes to ﬁﬂf mé

attempl by mercenanes J{'l

India :nﬁhmpmma Whﬁiﬁﬂm%ﬂw

\pstaiialions and facilies of each athay,

ABB8:-B1: Democizcy testaralion in Fa

~and Nepal :

1558 Decemben ndia snd Bangiadesh Hﬁﬁ.tha Farakka

‘Tieaty facshanng of the Ganga \Watarns:

1398 May: india snd Sskittan conduct nucieariests

g Eﬁﬁhﬁ: indla aﬂdhl.iﬂiﬂgﬁlﬁéh&ﬁi o= Agreament
2)

1899 February: indian am Uaip:-r:ﬁ undertakes busjoumeay

lfo LaNore to sign 2 Peace Daclaralion

Jq.rnn-Juir Yora eanfict betwesn ingic ons Fakatan

2001 July: Valpayee - Mushama! Agra Summil unmtmﬁl[

2004 Januaty: SAFTAsgnsn ot the 12fh SAARC Summ in

Wamabad

EIHIT Mghar:uhn mru S&SRC

1. Zangladash

.....

.we;m

Contemporary World Poliics

lin thul sepse the Soulh Aslhin
cxperienee of democriy has
expanided the H]t:lt.’lﬂi fnginalion
ol democracy

Lol ms ok wi tho expericaes
ol demistriey. 19 cheh o e loug:
Bl counttles ol Lhe reglon ollicr
thise Totdin,

Tue MiLiTARY AND
Democracy IN PakisTan

Aller Pakistan framed us lirst
const iHation, Gentmal Ayob Khan
toak over the administration
ol the eountry and soon gol
Himssell @eeted. He huad o give
up 6lled when There was populafr
tﬂ'ﬂliisluﬂlnu wdnlnsl his rale,

Th_l.u dave wav o 4 miluary
takenver once agsn ynder General
Yuhyu Khan. Doring Yahva's
milltary rule. Pakistun [need the
Banuludesh erisis and wller a
war with Indis in 1971, Easl
Pakisian broke away lo emesge
as anindependent country cabicd
Bangladesh: Afler this, an clected
govermmen) onder the lendership
of Zulllkar All Bhulto ¢ame 1o
phwer In Paldstun from 1971 b
1977, The Bhutlo government
was removed by General Zia-
ui-Hag in 1877, General Ea
faeed & pro-demneracy moverment
([rom 1982 onwards and an
¢lected demotratle government
wis cslablished once again in
1988 under the leadership of
Benazir Bhutto. In the period
ihit followed. Pakistant palitics
centred around the competition
bietweeny her party, the Pakistan
People’'s Party. and the Mustm
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Leovne. This phdse ol eleclive
demaocrary lasted (11 1999
whieny Lo sermy stepped s apenin
dand General Pervees Musharral
rernerced Prione Mindsler Nawaz
Sharil. In 2001. Geneoral
Musharm! gaol himsell clecled as
the Presidiml. Pakistan goostioaod
1o b modend by the armv, Lhomigh
e avey sufless rave wild some
clections o give theis cale o
democtatle mpge. Slhee 2008,
dbtmocratienlly elecletl Ivnders
bave been ruling Pakistan

Several laclors have
uinilrbutled (o Pakistan's [ailore
in buflding & stable domocTiey
The soclal dominance al the
militany, clongy, and mdowsing
aristorTacy haesiod to the Ieigoont
overibirow of ¢ledied govermmetls
arid the vsinblislmtent of milltary
goverfimenl  Palisien’s conllicd
with lueia has mude the pro-
mililury groups more powerlul
Fhiae groups bave olten sabd thal
polithea] parties and democmcy
in Pakislan arc flawed. Fhal
Pukislan's scourily woudd by
hprmmed by scllshe-nando] partiss
and chaolio demooracy, and
hat the siaiv's siay B gower
= therclore, juslilicd. Wilé
dintiocracy has nol Doen- [ally
stuveessial in Pakislan, there
bies been wsirong pro-duniocric
senbinent in the countny. Pakdstan
hins a vcourmgeous and elatively
free press and a-osiramg hoaman
rghis movenseTl

Flee lavk of genuine
Intesinlionnl supoort lor
drmocradic rale g Palos=ing Jaos
lurther encouraged e milibary
o eomblnue s dominanee. Th
Unired Stales and othor Weslieon

33

Suremars. The Hifisy

Ths carloen comm=nitan the dual rpleof Pakifan 5 rilsr Fenves
MuhsrEEarihe Saiident of the colmpy =0l 53 thesmmy Genssl
rFesg heesgubon Earily 808 wate down IR arsscaas of

CANOOMm

poun irics oove enoourded 15
iy S oo inodie
pasL. for Hicirown ridsbns, Glven
Waeir fear ol thie Dhrrat of whil they
eall 'l Islhmle lerroelsm” and
the apprehension that Paklstan's
e fcar wrsonal mighl fall mio g
himyds of these Jerrarst groups;
the mlitary feghne o Poalistar
hos been seen as the proteclor
el Westiorn Inforesls in Wiest Asda
and Sapith Asia

Democracy IN BANGLADESH

Bhargladesh was o part of Paklstan
imun 1847 1o 1971, It consisied
ol e puartitioned areus of Boomgal
el Assurn [rom Sritishe ind s Thie
people ol s region reseniled he
dprninalion, ol westorn Pakistien
and the uposition ol the Grdu
nngunge. Soimoaller tie pariition,

ARFET5
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[y Béyun prolesls poalisl
unlutr treabment melid oul Lo
the Bengali cullure and Tanguage
They also demanded lalr
oprescnitation i administmition
and a [air shire in political power
SHeikh Muojiteur Habman Jed
it populir stroggle agains
West Palistanl domtnnton. He
demanded gulonomy Lor Lhe
cuslern region, In e 1970
clectinns in the then Pakisian
the Awamd League fed by Swelkh
Mujib won all the seals In Easl
Pakislan and secured p majonly
i Hie proposcd coostiloenl
pssombily Tor the whole of
Makistan., Bul the governmenl
domilmnia el By the Wesl Pakisiimi
leadirship reluscd W canvar
Lhe assombly. Sheikh Mujil was

k
:

Lontemporany World ol

grresiid, Tnded the mililoc
mhe o General Yahya Khun, the
Poagistoni army ricd Lo soppross
e e mmovemctil ol the Begiwall
preophs Thousands were kilhd by
the Tasistan army, This Jed o &
large scale mdidralion into lodia
crealing a huge reluger prablem
[ Teehin. The gomrroment of Indis
supporicd the demund ol the
peoplo ol Easl Pokisian lor their
itk eperdonor and felped dhem
finuncinlly amd militecly. This
resulted in a war helween India
rd Pukiston i Decomber 197 1
thit ended in'the surrender ol L
Pakislant lotres in East Pakisian
wrnd e formadon ol Barsladesh

a5 an idependent country

4 muglin OFaks Unhérfy t remembes Noor Hozsal iwho waa g by e poice dunig pro-gdemociSoy proteutt
again Senarsd Enhsdin 1887 Fsinted on Az bacic et Semepracy be Freed ™ cholo creni Shehige' 4famy Dk
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Bungladesl dralted ils
constitution declaring @ith in
secularism, demoeracy and
soviglism. However, in 1975
Sheikh Mujib gof, the constitution
pmended o shifl from the
parlismentary 1o presideniiad
fori ‘ol governmenl. He wlso
obiolished all parties exeepl his
owts, the Awaml League, This led
to conflivts and tensions, Inoa
dhramatie und e development,
hiee was assassinoted ina military
uprising in August 1975, The new
militiury rolers Zisgur Rahman.
formed His own Bangladesh
Nuthogrnl Porty ddad worn elecilons
In 1979, He was ussussinaled
and another mililary Likeover
lollowed under the leadership
af Lt Gen H: M. Ershad. The
people ol Bangladesh soon rose
in suppart of 1he demand [or
democrucey. Studenls were in
the fordiront. Ershad was foreed
Lo allow politlea] setlvity on o
lintiled seale. He was later elecied
s Prisident for five veary, !nfaﬂ.ﬂ
puiblie prolests made Ershad
step down in 1990, Elechons
were held in 1981 Since then
represetitative democracy based
on mull-party cleclions has been
working in Hangludesh, '

MONARCHY AND
Democracy IN NepaL

Nepal was @ Hindu kingdom In
the past and then a comstitutioms!
monarehy: in the madern poeriod
for many vears. Throughoul
this period, politicil partics und
the common people of Nepal
have wanted @ more epen and

respatisive systemn of govermment.
But the king, with (he help ol (he

grmy, retudned il contrel over |
;ﬁ__mma.snaﬁan!;

the government and resiricied the
cxpunsion of democraey i Nepal,

The king sccepted the demnngd
o new demoeritle constiiution
I 1990, i the wake ofa stiong pro-
domperacy movement. However,
demorralle governments hud 4
short and troubled zareer. During
the nincties, e Manisis of Nepal
were succcessful in spreading

thetr mfluenee nomany parts of

Nepud, They belioved in armed
Insurpeciion against e monaredi
and the fulig elite; This lad 1o
@ vielent vonfliet belween (e
Manist guefrillss and the armed

lofees af thelking. For some e,

there was '@ (riangalar tonflict
amofig the monarchist forces,
the demeerats amd the Maoists,

o 2002, 1he king abolished the
purlisment and dismissed Lhe

goveriunent, thits #niding even the

Tmiied detioroey thal exlsled In

Nepal.
ll"_ ?[’@Pl‘ﬂ 2006, there were

mussive, country wide. pro-

democracy protests, The
sirugaling pro-demogmusey forees

avhieved Dhoir frs major victory

wiliett thie king was [oreed (o restore
the House df Represemtatives
thirt hadl Bect dissolved it April
2002. The lurgely non-vialent
movement was led by the Seven
Party Alllance (SPAL, the Maotsts
and social activists.

Nepai's tramsilion to
dimocracy 15 altost complete.
Nepdl has undergone @ utiigue
mrotnictil i Uy history beennse 1
lormed i constitucil assembly 1o

LaP’s now
tmnm sﬁm

‘uze of the(dea
toraduce

‘poverty in
India?
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ditndl T constitatlon lor Nepal
Sonne setllons in Nepul (hooithl
thiul 0 nominal monufehy wis
necessary for Nepal W relsin is
Unk with the past. The Manist
groups agrecd o suspend
armed struggle. They wanted
the constilytion to include the
madieal programmes ol social and
ceanvmie restrociormg, Al the
pariics i the SPA did mol agree
with this progrartmie, The Mapists
omd some othor politheal groups
wire also deeply suspieious ol
the Indlos goveraoienl wul (s
role i the [uture ol Nepal. In
2008, Nepul became o democtalle
republic alter abollshing the
manarehy, In 2015, U adopted o
ries constila ki, '

EvHnic CoONFLICT AND
DemocrAacY IN Sri Lanka

We have slieady seen thal Sri
Lanka has retmined democraocy

Democmcy achinid. Dsgs Thsps
parhicipaling na pro-gamocracy rally \n
Kathmariv in 1990 Tng iecand gicties
thew? the teme penan in 2068 tha
sefebssting the inccsz of the tecond
JEMTCTECY MOVEMED]

Fiaio cr=dit MinSaracharnya

Contemporary World Polibes

sinee s ndependence in 1848,
Bul il lared i scrious challenge,
nol from the militdsy or monarchy
bl racher o) etlinie contlicl
lesnding lo Lhe demand lof
secession by ane ol (e regions,

Aller s independende, politics
my S0 lamka (il was (hen Eoown as.
Cevlod) was dominated by [orees
ot represeitéd Lhe interest ol the
majorily Sinhuhs comumunity. They
woere hostilc {o g loge number of
Tamils who hmd migrated rom
Indin lo Sri Laviki arid Sediled
thend. This migeation voninued
even aller mtcpendenee. The
Sinhala onlionulists thoughl
Lhot Sel [enka should nol give
‘oncessions o e Tamils boviatse
Sri Lanka belongs o the Sinheds
propl oy, The neglect of Tamil
comcerns led to milltant Tiodil
rullonulison, From 1983 onwirds,
the millant orgamdsation. the
Latyomtion Tiders ol Tamid Felam
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ILTTE] was lighting an armed
strugale with the armmy of Sei Lunka
I pursuit of their demand for o
Tomil Ehn’ or separnitc countny
foor- the Tomitions of Sri lankoe. At
are polal ol tme, e northeastern
part of Sri Lanku wis conbrdlled
by LTTE.

The Sri Lankan problem
involves peuple ol Indian ongin,
und there was gonsiderable
prossure from the Tamil propie
I India Lo thie elfecl thot the
Indiaty government shiould proléct
thet Inlercsts of (e Tamils in S
Lanki. The governmont of India
has from time (o time tricd to
negobate with the So Lankan
gonvermumeni on Lhe Tamil gquestion.
But.in 1887, the governmoent of
Indiu lor 1he lrst Hiie gol directly
invalved in the Sl Lankan Tamil
questlon. Indiy signed uan acoomd
with 5ri Lanka and sent lroops
o stabilisc relations heiween the
S Lankan government and the
Tamils. Eventually. the Todtan
Ariny ol it a Bghit with the
LTTE. The presence ol Indian
froops wits dlso nel liked muoch
hy the Sri Lankons. They saw
this ms wn altcmpl by lodia (o
imlorfere in the internad afluirs
ol Sri Lanka. In 1988, the Indian
Pence: Keepiiig Fored (IPKF) pulled
oul 0 Sri Lanka without i faining
s objertive,

The Sl Lkankan crisis
corbmuaed 1o bhe violent, Howover,
ftornational aetors, particualorly
thit Seandinavian countiries such
we Norway und [ecland bied o
brrprag Ll waarming droups back o
negoliations, Finally, the armed
conflict came 1o an end, as the

Thtan dﬂ'r:ln}:!l:ﬁ:m. Sri Lanka
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Fezmei, Tie Hindu
Thecanoan depictyths digmms &6 the infaniaq izagenhic in
Ining to baisncsSinRels hardiinen or the Lon Bnd Temil mititsni: or,
the Tiger whiz pegobaing pesce

LTTE wits vanguished (h 2009,

I spiwe of the conltlet,
Sm Lankas huas rngm"tt'rt:.r_'l
cotisiderable ceonomic growlh
aild recorded hlgh levels of

was one ol the first developing
coupEes o sueeessiully conliri
thie rate ol growthh ol popuiatlon.
{he firsh eountry in the reglon lo
hernlise the economy, and 1 hay
had the highest per caplta griss
domestic prodoct (GDT) lor muany
veurs right through the civil war
Pespile he raviges of |nlermal
conffiel, 1t hus maidtained o
demoeratie political system.

Inpia-PaxkisTan ConFucTs

Lt us ry maove I domesiic
potiies gl take & lock-al some of
the wreas of enndlicl i 1ho oer-
nationul relations o (his rogion.
The posi-Cold Wiar era has nol
meant the end of conflicts and
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. RELATIONS

AXE OF BUNKERS -
::Ttnﬁ oF BIALORUE TABLES.

A wew of e currani phasze af the Indo-Sak negohatom

Xds Muoe O Iothmp

16th =3 gtoEelly
duguts geta=san el
fwisiz of thdeg =g

San=E=nl Wh3t & hs

Loz jes gbaar 1

tetsions n his regiln. We Have
oy robCd A o e s drtiaid
inlernal demoeracy or elhinle
differences, Bul there g als
somic wery crucial conlhiols of an
inlormitiona] oo, Goven Uhe
positlon of Indin in this region
miost Of Lhese gonflicis Involve
Eryidin

The mnst sallenl and over-
whehming of these conflicls is, ol
course. Lthe one betwoon tndia grd
Fakistin. Soori aller the partitlon.
thie wn eonnmes gol cmbrolled in
a codificd iwer Lhe lale oFKashunlr
The Pakistand gosermment eladoed
thist Reshtimr belonged to it Wisrs
pelween ndin ood Pagistan in
194748 nnd 1965 Juflitd o sellle
the maller. The 1997-48 wikr
esulled in the division ol the
provinece into Pakistan-ocvupici

Contemporary World Polibes

HasFimir and (e Tndlin provite:
ol Jammu and Kashmir divided
by thi Line of Control 1o 1571,
india won & decisive war againsl
Pakistan b the Roashonir issarc
pemined uriseliled,

Indin's conflict with Paldston
I alsd over stralegle {skues
ltke the contral ol the Siachen
glacicr-and’ over acguisition of
arms. The arins ruce betwiet
the we counirics sssumed a
new character with bath states
pefuiring nuclear weapons anil
missiles o deliver soch arms
st ool othier in Hie 18990s,
11 1995, Tndin vonducted nuclear
eaplosion in Pokbmsn. Pakistan
responded within a few doys by
earrving ool muelear wses in the
Chiieal FOls, Sinee then Tndis
Wl Pakiston seem (o have buill
4 millary elatonship tn which
the possithility ol a direct and full-
scate war hos devlined,

Bul ot the governmenls
voulinoe (o b susplieions of cach
olther. The lndian government has
blnmed the Pakistan governmend
for using o strategy of low-key
violenee by Tielpiny Thie Baslaiie:
mililienls with arms, lmainddg
muoncy and grotect lon (o carmy oul
lerrorist slrikes against Indin. The
inddisn govermnen) wlso helieves
thust Pakistan T aided e peo-
Khalistunl mililants wilh arms
and smmunilions during Lhe
period P985-1995, s spyv agenoy
irHur Sorviees [oleiivconee (131) s
Wllegedd Lo be mvalvied 1o vircious
arlf-Tned by conipalims n Indin’s
noriheast. operating scercily
through Bangladesh and Nopal.
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The governmetil ol Pakisian,
in turn, blames the Indian
governmaen! and Us security
pvneies: lor fomenting Irouble
in the provinces of Simdh and
Balochisiin,

Inelis und Pakiston alsoe hoave
had problems over Lhe shuring
of river waters, Untl 1960, they
were locked i a fieree angument
over the ose of the rivers of
the Indus basin. Evientually. in
1960, with the help of tie World
Bank, Indis and Paldsinn sianed
the Indus Waters Treaty which
hias survived to this day in splic
ol various military contlicls o
which the Iwo counirics have
been Involved, There are s{11]
apme minor differences wbout
the nlerpretation of the Indus
Whaters Treaty and the use aof the
pver wiibops The two couniries
ure 1pl in agrecmend gver te
domareation line in Sir Creck in
w Runn of Kuleh, The disple
sevms minor, bol there I an
pnderiving warry that how' U
dispute is sctiléd may have an
hmpach oo the control of sen
resourees I the gred adjoining
Sir Creek. Indin and Pakisian
are holiling negotiations an all
these Hsurs.

InDiA AND 15 OTHER
NEeiGHBOURS

The governments of lndia and
Bangludesh have had dilferenoes
over several ssues incloding
the shuring of the Gangn and
Bruhmapulry river wilers, The
Indlan governmenl has been

I

tinhoppy with Bangladesh's
deniud ol Hegal mmigralion o
ldts. U5 support for anti-kndian
Islamic fundamentalist groups,
Bangladesh's refusal (o allow
Indian troops o move through
s terrilory o northcasiern
India. and its decision #ol
to export natural gas (o fndia
or allow Myvanmiar to do so
through Boangladeshl terrlory.
Banpludeshl governments hywve
el that the Tndian governmetit
Lehaves like a regional bhully
over the sharing ol fver walems,
envouraging rebellion in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts, irving to
cxtmmol its nulural gus and being
tmfiir m trade. The lwo countrios
enuld ot gesolve tioir bonndigy
dispute fior a'long while:

Diesplle theie dilleretices, Tl
and Bungladesh do cooperale on
‘yiiny (sSues, Ecanoiiic felullons
have improved constderably in
ihe last 20 years. Bangladesh
5 a part ol Imtlia’'s Look East
{Ac) Easl since 2014) palicy that
wands o Hak ap with Somtheast
Asii via Myarmmar, On disaster
anngement and enviromnmenial
issties. the wo stiles Huve
cooperaled regulorly. In 2015
ey exeliunged certaln chclives,
Ellorts are on o browden the
arvas ol cooperation lurther
by tdentiving common threudts
and being more sensilive 1o cach
mher's nevds,

Nepaul aml India enjoy @ very
spoecial relationship that has very
low garallolsin the worfld. A reaty
bBelween the two cauniries allows
the cilbamns ol the two tounirics
lo traavel to amd work in the
alher couniny withoul visas and
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@ Divide the classraom into eight groups(as many as

the number of countries) The number of students
N each group may vary, refieching the seeof the
counires cf South Asia. '

Name each group after & country and hand aver
abristoouniry peofie fo respaciive groups. Basides
thie basic infotmation, Include a short nots on the
conlentous szues/ disputes among the South Asian
countiizs Tha isUsscolild be thess discussed in/this
chapler deanissue of ;erlevam butnat diﬁtmsgﬁ
in the chapter

Allow shidenis hﬁwmmﬂ‘h&eﬁﬁaﬁhﬁ
dispute could bie bilateral or m;ﬁtﬂala;ai{{pe ssue
could be related to India. given the: g-g;ngmp’rﬂt

pecufiarity of tha region)

Assign sach gnp fo fnd ouf what infiafives the
govammentsinvoived havetaken end thereasans

for thelr fallures in resolving the disputes

® Studentsshould sstume the rola of mpreiaﬂiﬂ'ig

thelr respective couhtissand mw findlings.

Igeasinrth=Teanher -

—
=

i}

Fmﬁewmammqﬂmmmmwrm“vm‘

Btz groups i the 2oza oF o latinl Els o reois i cass

of o myifiatsc s (ewmpaf tiateci So= inoos e
me=ane mum1m‘nanaﬂhﬂm tne

<l wwmrﬁd o

ssee: ncide e creafon ofs ¥es a3 sane artaching

':H'-rﬂ'ﬂ-'l'ﬂ;l

: Gmpruhuhu-mgdié'e Sh the pregershy Snd ssuni=e.

mpuﬂﬁuwﬂ'i = lk& sty The toancher 2 1o faks ngts of fne.
3 nﬂmﬂmnuﬂtnuuﬂar hm

u!agym' =nE czapmement

Utﬂﬁg.wwnﬁgﬁum-nﬁhmmﬂgﬁmﬂm
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wyolved & AEgstiaiing or = poifical =256 Bazes on the
ShEEELeY mase Concids by Sst=ung e mosiancs o
amrrﬁmlruh&m ey nﬁmﬂimbﬂbe;ép%i
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passporis. Despile this spedcinl
relulfonship. the governmaents
ol the wo countrits have had
trade-relaled disputes in the
pasl. The Indian governmed has
ollen expressed displeasure al
the warm relationshiy belwesen
Nepal and China and al the
Nepal government's bnaction
against anti-Indlan clements.
Indian serurily agencics sce the
Manist movemenl in Nepil as a
growing seounity threal, given
the rise of Naxalilo groups m
varpus Jmdian stafes foom Biliar
i the north (o Andbra Proadesh
in the south. Many leaders wnd
ciizens i Nepal (hink (hut the
Indiws gowerneenil lerforss i
s wternnl ulfairs. has designs
o =S fver willtrs and hydro-
Glectrelly, and provints Nepal, a
lanflpeked courdlry, [rom doing
ensive aeeesds Lo the sea through
Indian jerritory, Nevertheless,
Indo-Nepal relatlons are Fairly
stable and praceful. Despite
differences, trade, sclentilie
cooperation, common naturul
riesaurees, clevinelly generalion
and interlocking waler
managemen) grids hold the two
counirics together, There §s &
fiope thal the consolidetion of
demovracy o Nepal will lead
muprmertenisan the s Bolween
the lwo courllres.

The dlllicullles In the
relalionship belween Lhe
gonermunctits of Indbyaned Sri Linlos
are mostly over etlinle condlict in
the island nation. Indian leaders
and citizons find U impossible
Lo retiiin meutra] whicns Thmils
are politicolly unhwappy dnd are
heing killed, Alldr the military
utervention w 1987, the Induin
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govermment tow profers o policy
ol disrngademinl vis-G-vis 80
lanke's inlernal Lroubles,
India signed 2 [ree trade
agrecment with Sel Lanla, which
strengthensd relations between
wo couniries. India’s |ll'1Il in
pasi-tsunami roponsiruction n
5ri Lanka has also hrought Lhc
fwo comnltics closer:

Iodia: enjoys a8 very speonl
relatisnshin with Blialan tog aod
docs nol have any mojor conilicl
with 1he Bhnlanese goverromnenl.
The ellorta moade v Lhe
Bliulnnese mormeel (o weed o
T guereillns ond rilllants Irom
narthebsiern Indih Ul opefiale
In his country huve been helplal
lo Indbe. Indin is involuid ln hig
hydroclecirie projects in Bhutan
and remalns the Himalayan
kingdom's higgest source ol
develsmnent st ndla's tes with
the Maldives romain warm and
cordigl. In November 1988, when
morne Tomibmeresaries oom S0
larkas st tacked the Maldives, the
Techinn air Toree and) novy reacted
gquickly 1o the Maldives' roguest
Ly Delp slop Ll fnvasion Tdia
lilgs dlsiy conlribuled lowitds (e
Islund's sdonoiile developiicil,
lourisn and Hshenes,

You may have notieed Chul
India hes various problems
with s smaller negghbowrs s
the seglon. Given iis Shae and
power, (Hey afe bound o be
suspleibins ol Tndin's lnlentions
The Indlan govermment, an the
other hand, olien lecks exploiled
by s neighbours: 11 does nint like
he political dnstalslive v iese
countres, leadng IL can Jutlp
ourkide porvers Togadn dedluemee in
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e rogion. The smaller éourbirices
[t Chall Todia vendls (o he a
regiorally-dombnunl power,

Nt ull conflicls in South
Asia are between India and |is
netghibours, Nopul and Bhotan, us
wellis Bangludesh aod Mynitoae
have Hod disadrcements (n
the pust over the migeation, ol
cihinje Nepalese into Bhutan and
the Rohingyas from Myanmar
into Indin and Banglodesh.
respoechively. Banglpdesh and
Nepal lave Had sone diTerereds
et the loltne ol Qie Himalayon
river wulers, The major contlicis

Mihe =Hamies on

i

T s sl
HEQEMOTy W
= the shapier ngl

&

coies ‘mgkon

“essmEny +

and, differences, though, ure

Between Indig angd the others,
partly because ol Ihe geagraphy
of the pegion, n which India s
located cerlirully and is thérclore
Lhié orily counbry hat borddrs thi
olhets.

by

el

Sirzpds The H=ou

What doss this carfoan fed you about {he rofe of India and Pakafan
in Ihe Brocels of regonal cocparationin South Ass?™
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Peace ano CooreraTiON

Do the stules of South Asbs copperate wilh
each other? Or do they only keep fghting with
cach olher? In spile of the many conflicis, the
stales ol South Asta reeeEnise the gmperianee
of couprrabon and Fiondly selatioreship, oo
Lhemsclves, The South' Astan Assocliolion [of
Riglonil Couperilion ISAARC) Is wmajor regloral
imdifative by the South Aslan siates 1w evilv
cooperation through mplilaleral means, It
began in 1985. Unlorunately, due o persisting
politicsl dillereaces, SAARC has nol bad mach
sucerss SAARC mombers signcd the South
Agipn Free Trade [SAFTA) ugrecmenl which
proflscd the larmallon ol @ Ifée (Fade zatie lof
the whele ol Sauth Asia

A new chapler ol place and, vooperation
might cvalve ln South Asia sl the countries in
the reglon allow ffee tmde acmoss the bonders
This 1s thoe spint) bohind (he tea of SAFTA
The Agrecumwnl was signed 2004 ard o
inlo elfdel on 1 Janstry 20006, SAFTA pims ol
lowering fride Lall= Bt somic ol odr nelghibotifs

o Tha ummins s o dacite whiber Ball [

hecolat of Inhe o Fuk it duim fodr thul SAFTA Is a0 woy Tor Indin (o “lhyvode

Fakizzn Trbuna thétr marhets and o nMuence their soreties
Th={ie cesoont ansfrom Indis 2nd e Giher and politics- thmugh gommoreini ventures and
from Fakatan, iwterpred the role of two kay g commercial presence o Vel counirses; Tondys
maysT oo are She mermiag i ahe regRn thimks thal there are real coonomic benelits lor

g yol nolice any commeansly bSwEsniner

Wl rom SAFTA mod Chiot w o reglon Wil wades
sEnpEsinct?

more [Fecly will e able (o covpefale beller on
polillenl Esues, Smne in dia (hink thal SAFTA
is not worth the trmuble sinee lndbs already has
lateral agreements with Bhulan, Nepal snd
= Luymki.

Although Tndin.Pakistan relations scom o be
o stofy al dndoiie comlMiel amd vislenee, Whiere
lipve Beert W serles ol éllofts Ly mbrniyde Lerisions
and build peace. Thie bwo enuniiries have agreed Lo

smigrges o mda undertahe vonlidence bullding messures o roduce
E 2= more the osk of win Speal activists asd] promsneca]
mmperaT fkan porsondlitics heve collaboratod o orenie an
paepledin-FooRs atmosphere ol Fieodsldp anong the people al

Biath eopanibries, Lendders have mel ol stnmiis Lo
urlerstnnd each olheretter and 10 Aod solutions
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lo the majdr problems belween
et lwe neighbours, A numberafl
Bitss routes have been opencd up
hotwoen the two countries, Trade
between Indie gl Pakistan b
imereased and Visas hud been
riore casily granted. However, In
recenl Umes, (he sitaulion has
changd.

No region exisis ina vacuuam.
it s influenced by outside powers
and evenis oo matier owomach
I miy ey Lo lnsulule itsell rom
nen-regionul powers, Ching und
the United States remain Koy
players in South Asian palitics,
Sinv<Indigs relations Have
improvers signifteantly in the last
lem vears, bul Chilng's siralepie
purtnership with Pakislan
remains a major treilanl. The
demands of development and
globalisation have browghy 1he
ey Asinn gianis clsor, and their
ceonariie Wes have mdlilplicd
rupidly sinde 18991,

1. |dentify the country

'41'rullla;-l;p;|‘::l'u

Arrierieuty twolVemnend it Sevith
Asin has rapidly Increased’ aller
the Cold War. The US has hud
good relations with both India
st Peekistan since the end ol the
Cald War and inereasingly works
s b rifodirnlor 0 Indis-Paldsinn
relalions. Economic relomms nnd

lilseral economibe policies in bolh

counirics have greatly incroased
e depth ol Amencan participation
L3 Lhe egion. Thie large Soulh Asian
dissjoras (n the US arud Lhe Taoie
sk of (he populdion wodd murkets
of the Teglon also give Americs
an added steke in the oture ol

regional secuniyoand peace,

However, whether Somith Asia
will conbinte Bl Known as o
e rn'wmm'ﬂlu I
a regiopal bioc with some comtinon

gultuml fpatuwes and Anitdc interests

will depend more o thie poophe wod
the governmemis el tho region thion
any other gtilsdde power.

3 Thestuggle among prummmthy pra-demociacy groups
and extramists created an atmosphere of poliiical instabiity:

b Alandlockad country with multl-party competition.

<. The st couttry :oiberalss ity economy in fhe South' Asian
reglon,

d.  Iinthaconfictbatwesn the miitary end pro-demecracy groups:
the mifitaty has prevalled aver democracy’

o Centelly lecatad and sharss borders with mast of fhe Saulh

$ASIoUIX1

Agian countrigs

fi Emi‘arﬁwenﬁwﬁhl:ﬁihemmn = he head of date, how. it's
arepublic:

g. Smal savings and credit cooperciives in ine rurcl cregs ave
heiped in reducing povery

h  Alandiocksd country with a manarchy

e ot
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Whith oRoNg mea‘ﬂlmm i '_'ﬂ_memﬂm:muur' South Asia Ewrong _?
&) Allthe countriesin South Asia are democratic
B 3Zangledeshand india have signed cnogreement an nvar-watsr
.ashiﬁng_
€] SAFTA wos signed of fha 12ih SAARC Semimitin samatad,
d) The US end Ching ptay on inflential rols in South Asion poifitics..
What cre some of the commeonalities end diffarences betwesn

4 Lt three challenges to demacracy in Nepal

3

Name the pricipol piayers in the ethdic confictin S LankaiHowdo
you omess fie prospects of fe resolution of s confici?

- mﬁhnmﬁmemmmwgﬁemnrbemn rr:-riumdﬁ:ﬁwﬁﬂn-

Con wb&mTWiﬁet&m:mﬁmuﬁmnm'}ﬂw#ﬂu
frigndly relationship? \

Mﬁnmm;rﬂﬂsanﬂafemhmag ity

e

India and Bangladash

How ors fie exemal pawers inﬁuaﬁ:rg—l:iiafard refations in South
Asic? Take any one axample 1o siTate your paint,

Write g snart note on the role and the imitarionz of SASRC os o
forum inrhcﬁtaﬂng ec munm: cooperalion among the South Asian

countigs:

_mnintmlgmﬁmﬂﬁaaﬂmkmntﬁmmdmgcw:mm

' dominate 2nd inlerfefe In the domestic affaks of the smaller countries.
.ofthe mgﬂumuﬁm = corzal impression?



